
©
H

ar
co

ur
t 

R
el

ig
io

n 

Family Faith Copy Master 12B

Advent
The Season of Advent calls us to live in the past, present, and future of Christian life.

We remember the promise of the Messiah. We live in the present by pacing ourselves 
in the anticipation of Christmas, taking time for silence, prayer, and spiritual
preparation. During Advent, we anticipate Christ’s second coming at the end of time.
We long for the fulfillment of God’s reign of justice, love, and peace. Advent reminds
us that waiting for the end of the world is part of living our faith. We live in the
joyous conviction that the end times will bring all creation back into the goodness and
righteousness in which it was formed. So we long for, and do not fear, the future.

Advent is a time of prayer and family. During Advent, light a new candle on the
Advent wreath each week. By the end of Advent, four lighted candles will signal the
celebration of the coming of Jesus. 

Family Celebration

Pray this prayer each week during Advent while lighting the Advent wreath.
You may want to make the Advent wreath blessing part of every family meal during
Advent, as a reminder of the great feast for which you are waiting and preparing.

Family Activity

Advent celebrates a season of anticipation and new life. Advent calendars are 
a special way to count down the days before Christmas. Make one at home with 
your family.

• Select and decorate a large piece of felt to use as your calendar, and attach it to a
door or wall in your home.

• Cut out 24 small shapes in felt of a contrasting color. 

• Use a permanent marker to number the shapes 1 though 24, and apply Velcro to
the back of each shape.

• When you attach a new shape to your calendar each day, give thanks to God for an
event in your family’s past. Think about one way that you can reach out to others
in the present. Anticipate the future by thinking about the coming celebration of
Christ’s birth and saying aloud, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

We know that our Redeemer lives,
And on that final day of days,
His voice shall bid us rise again:
Unending joy, unceasing praise!
This hope we cherish in our hearts:
To stand on earth, our flesh restored,
And, not as strangers but as friends,
Behold our Savior and our Lord.
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